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moreover, like unto the wet-nurse, should watch over the welfare of my child 
(the people). In such a procedure, my ministers would ensure perfect happiness 
to my realm." 

* By such a course, these (the people) released from all disquietudes, and 
most fully conscious of their security, would devote themselves to their avoca- 
- tions. By the same procedure, on its being proclaimed that the grievous power 
of my ministers to inflict tortures is abolished, it would prove a worthy subject 
of joy, and be the established compact (law of the land). Let the criminal 
judges and executioners of sentences, (in the instances) of persons committed to 
prison, or who are sentenced to undergo specific punishments, without my spe- 
cial sanction, continue their judicial investigation for three days, till my deci- 
sion be given. Let them also as regards the welfare of living creatures, attend 
to what affects their conservation, as well as their destruction: let them establish 
offerings : let them set aside animosity. 

Hence those who observe, and who act up to these precepts would abstain 
from afflicting another. To the people also many blessings will result by living 
in Dhanmo. The merit resulting from charity would spontaneously manifest 
itself.” 


WVI.—Account and drawing of two Burmese Bells now placed in a Hinda 
temple in Upper India. By Capt. R. Wrousnron, Revenue Surveyor, 
Agra division. | 
In the month of January last, while engaged upon the revenue 

"survey of zillah Sirpurah, I accidentally heard of a celebrated Burmese 

"bell, in the possession of Resáladár Buen SiNcn (late of the 2nd local 

horse) end lodged at a sewala, the property of that individual, situ- 

‘ated in the village of Nudrohee on the banks of the Kalee Nuddee, 24 

‚miles west from the town of Khass Gunj. I was induced to visit the 

“spot, and recognized old acquaintances in the Resáladár and bell; the 

former having been engaged with me in the night storm of the city 

‘of Arracan ; and the bell, the identical one, which was found upon 

the capture of that place suspended in the temple (or pagoda) of Gau- 

dama muni, a few hundred yards to the N. E. of the old stone fort, 
being the position occupied by the 2nd regiment of local horse, during 

the calamitous rainy season of 1825. 

The history of this bell is very unsatisfactory, and very brief. Up- 
on the breaking up of the south-eastern division and the return of the 
troops to Bengal, Bugxw SincH solicited permission to carry away the 
bell in question, and he states that consent was given to his applica- 
tion, both by the late respected General Morrison, and Mr. T. C. 
RonxnrTsoN, Political Agent; upon what authority however, this pro- 
ceeding can be justified, I know not, neither am I disposed to agitate 
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'the question, because it might disturb its worthy owner in the posses- 
sion of an article, which in its present position is well calculated to 
perpetuate the success of the Company's arms in Burmah, and to 
which Bueem SinGH attaches the greatest value. 

The Resáladár (an active fellow and gallant soldier) when the 2nd 
local horse marched from Arracan to Chittagong, by the interior, (or 
Ruttnapulling route,) contrived to persuade the master of a sloop to 
convey the bell to that station, where it arrived before its owner, was 
seized by the officer in charge of the magazine, and was only libe- 
‘rated and restored to BHEEM Sınan, consequent on a reference being 
made to the supreme government. From Chittagong the bell was con- 
veyed in acountry boat, to Futtyghur, and from that place was finally 
transported on a truck constructed for the occasion, to its present siiu- 
ation. The above comprises all the information I could gather from 
the Resáladár regarding it. 

Nudrohee is fixed on the direct route from Muttra to Soron on the 
'Ganges viá Hathras, Sikundruh raow, and Murarah ; thousands of pil- 
grims from the western states frequent this road, on their way to bathe 
in the Ganges, and by this means the celebrity of the bell has spread 
far and wide. 

Buse Sine having permitted me to examine the bell and make a 
drawing of it, I thought the opportunity a favorable one, and availed 
myself of his good humour and civility ; and I was the more urged to 
take this trouble, as I consider the bell a beautiful specimen of work- 
manship, of great antiquity, and well worthy a report and represen- 
tation being made of it. 

Having constructed a wooden hollow parallelopepidon for the 
purpose, I ascertained that the solidity of the bell equalled a prism, 
the area of whose bàse is the square of 44.3 inches X by the height 
6.278 which gives for the content 12320, 41222 cubic inches: the 
specific gravity of the metal which is a near approximation to the 
truth, 1 determined in the following manner. 

Mr. James GanpNER of Khass Gunj possesses a small Burmese bell, 
which was also brought round from Arracan by the late Lieut.- Col. 
GARDNER, and this bell the former gentleman kindly lent to me. I 
weighed it with English weights and scales (thermometer Farht. 
scale, ranging 60°) both in and out of water, and found it 224lbs. 4 
‘ounces, and 195lbs. 12 ounces avoirdupois respectively, which makes 
its specific gravity 7868; its solidity I ascertained to be equal to a 
cylinder, the base of a diameter 17.4 inches and the height 3.2 inches 
which gives 760.920 cubic inches, and as the material, or the metal 
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of which the small bell is composed assimilates very closely with that 
of the large one, I have used it to determine the weight of the latter, 
and which I find by the simple rule of proportion is 314 hundred 
weight nearly. 

The accompanying sketches I personally executed from scale and 
measurement, and can vouch for their critical resemblance to the ori- 
ginals ; and the facsimile of the inscriptions I have carefully compar- 
ed, and can pronounce with safety upon their accuracy. 1 may here 
mention that until I filled the crevices of the letters on the bell with 
yellow ochre (and I tried many other colors), I found it utterly impos- 
sible to distinguish, and copy faithfully the inscription through the 
tracing paper, although the paper was extremely thin, oiled, and ren- 
dered transparent for the purpose. 

The representation of the small bell, has been executed on a some- 
what larger scale, because I could not otherwise satisfactorily exhibit 
“ its mouldings. 

I will not occupy your time with any further observations, the - 
drawings and copy of inscriptions will speak for themselves; and if 
they be considered useful and acceptable to the Asiatic Society, the 
little trouble I have taken will be amply compensated. 

I cannot however resist communicating the particulars of an at- 
tempt made by a native to impose upon me a feigned translation of 
the inscription, because the circumstance will shew how far the dis- 
position of these people leads them to practise deception and rogue- 
ry whenever opportunity offers, and they can hope to turn it to 
account. 

I had offered a remuneration of two goldmohurs to any person who . 
could, and was willing to translate the inscription, and I made this 
offer because I had heard that one or two Arracanese Mugs who came 
round to Bengal with GARDNER’s horse, were residing in the neigh- 
bourhood of Khass Gunj and could accomplish the task: I tried one 
man and found him incompetent, when a Tanjore brahmin who had 
come to this part of the country on a pilgrimage presented himself, 
declared his ability to undertake the office, and to convince me of his 
fitness, produced several specimens of a written character having a 
strong resemblance to Burmese; and which in my presence he ap- 
peared toread and write with facility. Flattering myself that I had 
found a clever and useful fellow, I at once set him to work on the large 
bell inscription; and attended on the following day at the sewala 
to see what progress had been made. I found that one sheet con- 
taining 10 lines, had been faithfully transcribed; and that the brah- 
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min had copied 4 more lines on the second sheet ; the first I directed 
him to transcribe again on a new sheet, while I would complete the 
second. I now determined to put this brahmin's honesty to the test, 
and while the fellow was busily engaged at a distance from me, I en- 
tered one line on the second sheet, resembling the inscription, that is, 
the line contained Burmese letters throughout, which I had fancifully 
put together : to thisline I added four or five others correctly traced, 
and then called the brahmin to translate the whole sheet. It amused 
me to find, that he read my composition and the Burmese, with equal 
readiness, and apparent confidence, but when I applied the copied 
inscription tothe bell, and he perceived no resemblance in the copy 
to the original, and that I had gravelled his ingenious effort to delude 
and rob me, it would be difficult indeed to describe his discomfiture. 
He never for an instant endeavoured to deny the attempt at imposition, 
but coolly defended the proceeding on the grcunds of poverty, and 
the almost certain prospect he entertained of escaping detection. 

Notr.—Having prepared the plates for this paper we have inserted 
them in the present volume, although we are unprepared to subjoin a 
copy and translate of the longer inscription, which however perfectly 
executed in facsimile has proved beyond Ratna PAuLA's power of de- 
ciphering, as well as that of Col. Burnzy and his Burmese Pandit 
now in Calcutta. By their advice I have sent it to Mr. BLUNDELL at 
Moulmein, but after all nothing very interesting can be expected from 
a document of such a nature. The smaller inscription Col. BURNEY 
obligingly took in hand, and we have the pleasure to subjoin his note 
with the text in Burmese—the facsimile it is not necessary to litho- 
graph.—E». 

Inscription on the Small bell. 
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small Burmese Bell, LAe prapertu of James Gardner Esq. hhasgury 
Soludily, 764 Cub. Fuches Weight, 2 Hundred Waght — Specific Gravity 7868. 
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Large Burmese Bell, at. Vudrohee Ghat, on alee Yuddee, Pargi Mararuh, 
tilah Allygurlv. brought from Arracanby Bheem Singl Resaldar 271, oc Horse 1826. 


Solidily 12320 Cub. Inches - Weight 34 75 Hundred Weight 
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